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AN EMPRESS BIRTHDAY
Doubts Which Prevail With Regard to the Cor

nectness of Its Date and to Her Origin

By EXATTACHE
Although Bmprees Eugenie celebrated

on Wednesday last tar eightythird birth
day It te very doubtful Indeed wheth-
er was born OB May 5 in 1S25 as
asserted ia the Almanac de Gotha In
fact there is no tody of sovereign rank
either living or dec concerning whose
binh aad parentage so great an

mystery and uncertainty prevails
Notwithstanding that the Gotha gives
her birth as May 3S26 and that of her
eider sister the late Duchess of Alba as
January 1SS official Spanish records
show that Don Cipriano cote de Mon

who is given as their father died
on October 3ft 1SSL The pages of the
register of the parish of Arevalo which
contained the eatry of his death have
been mutilated and removed Yet the
Judicial records of the courts at Madrid
make frequent meatta of the date of
his demise in coBnectiea with several
lawsuits brought by his brothers after
hi demise against his widow

Not only does doubt exist as to the
Identity of Empress Eugenies father but
there is even a considerable amount f
popular controversy concerning that of
her mother For according to some
stories Eugenie as well as her sister
the later Duchess of were in reality
daughters of old Queen Christina the
consort of King Ferdinand and were
halfsisters therefore of Queen Isabella
IL

Christina is known to have given birth
to a couple of little girls in Italy prior
to her marrIage with Ferdinand They
were the offspring of an English artist
of the name of Ward a brother or rela-
tive of her governess and with whom
she was secretly and more or less raor-
ganatteally united It fe claimed that
Christina Wed her two little girte to
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de Moaajo the latter
was sent to Italy as duenna to attend
her on the voyage from Naples to Madrid
on becomtmj Queen oC Spate Certain
It is that while not the slightest trace
of resemblance existed between the
Countess and her alleged daughters
Eugenic possesses all the characteris-
tics and strongly Marked features of the
Bbmi one In fact there is more of the
Bourbon in the face of the Emprese than
in any member of the Orleans branch
of the fanny except the widowed Corn
tease de Parts

Nor Is this alL Per where the old
Comtesee d Moatfje tats bees given as
the daughter of a sdea of one of the
most ancient bouses of Scotlaad aameiy
that of the Kirkpatxicks of Cfoeebura
yet the late SIr James Ktrkpatriek of
Clopebura father of the preseat baronet
and head of the family has publicly and
in print repudiated an connection be-

tween the latter and Mme de Montijos
father He wa able to prove by docu-
mentary evidence at the Royal College-
of Heralds at Edinburgh that the g nea-
Togiral tree and ancestral papers which
Mme de Montijos father who was
United Stats Consul at Malaga had
produced in order to overcome the oh
lotions of the noMe family Montijd

the marriage of one of its members
to the daughter of a dealer to groceries
fftr Kirkpatrick was nothing else were
merely fabricatiODs aad that the Amer-
ican consul Kirkpatrfek was tOt

but an Irishman hailing from Bel-
fast and of very humMe extraction

These are only a few of the questions
which exist on the subject of the birth
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ana ancestry of Emprers Eugenie
and how a girl whose very legitimacy
was so much in doubt that It necessitated
the doctoring of innumerable official
records and tug been the subject of so
much critical investigation and unfriendly
discussion In print should have succeeded
in raising herself to the position of Em-
press of the French which she retained
for seventeen years constitutes a story
which surpasses in amazing and improb-
able romance the most sensations of
novels ever conceived by a writers brain

It was this uncertainty with regard to
Eugenie origin which was among the
arguments used by the late Prince Na-
poleon Jerome to dissuade his
Napoleon III from raising her to the
French throne He had known her when
as a yoTig schoolgirl of the Pension du
arr Coeur at Paris she was wont to

her Sundays and balfnooeays at
the PUS home of his old friend the
fomtesse de Laborde It was there that
ho became acquainted with the mystery
concerning her birth and with the awk
ward questions regarding her parentage
and legitimacy however only con-
tributed to interest him in her behalf
Subsequently he met her again at Madrid
She had grown into a beautiful woman
and he fell in love with her But when
the question of marriage broached
he professed himself to be unable to con
Fider it on the ground of her origin
This served to embitter her against the
prince when she had evidently expected-
to wed and when Utter on she found that
he was opposing her matrimonial alliance
to the emperor and was urging that If
there was any union at all it should be
merely one of a morganatic character
the developed the most intense hatred
toward him which followed him to the
end of his days

Prince Napoleon on his part grew to
dislike her He was very fond in Ms
way of his cousin Napoleon ILL and
devoted to the Interests of France He
considered her Injurious to both one and
the other In the early part of Iffi after
the Bonapartes had been driven from
France and when the German army was
still encircling beleaguered Paris the
prince took a house in London in the
neighborhood of Hyde Park and was
accustomed to stroll Several times a
week over to our residence where he
would establish himself in a huge

in my fathers library smoking
Innumerable cigarettes and inveighing
by the hour against Eugenic Cette
fern me that woman as be was wont
to call her with most withering

Not only would he denounce her
ap responsible for the downfall of the
Bonaparte dynasty and for the origin
of the terrible war then waging but also
for every other misfortune and disaster
that had overtaken Prance since the
day when she became the wife of Na-
poleon m Of the latter be invariably
fpoke on these occasions with a warmth-
of affection surprising in a man who
appeared so thoroughly steeped in cynl

one occasion some years before
the unfortunate union of the tale JKfeg
Alexander of Servfa with the unsavory
Draga Xasctaw Dr Vmoaa Geargewitcb
then prime minister at Belgrade In the
course of a discussion with his soveregas
father made the following remark Our
gracious king roust marry and that soon
in order to secure the dynasty which
is the principal safeguard f our volatile
country But he must marry begging
your majestys pardon hi a very differ-
ent fashion to that to which married
H cannot marry the first young lady
who takes his fancy and who does not
know how to behave on a throne
must wed a princess who has so to
speak born on a throne and who
V1I1 not proclaim every marital iadfe-
cretion on the part of her husbaad from
the housetops

Prince Napoleons arguments ogainst-
fns cousins marriage to Eugenie were
much on the same lines Unlike the
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Emperor he had bad the advantage of
being reared at court in royal palace
namely that of his uncle the King of
Wurtemberg and he had learned there
that whereas indiscretion on the part of
the feminine occupant of a throne is
wellnigh unpardonable and regarded as
hfgh treason princesses of the Wood are
trained from their childhood up to dose
their eyes to any lapses on the part of
their consorts and to affect an Ignor-
ance thereof no matter how many times
their patience may be taxed

Empress Eugenic like Queen Natalie
of Servla had no such education and
in consequence thereof was not only
extremely unhappy in her married lift
but the prestige of her hus-
bands court by her public manifestations
of bitter Jealousy These contributed in
no small degree to the species of boycott
to which she was subjected throughout-
her occupancy of the French throne by
her sister Empresses and Queens When
foreign rulers visited Paris during her
husbands reign they invariably left their
consorts at home

In fact the only royal lady of high
sovereign rank who ever condescended to
honor Napoleon and Bugeate by becom-
ing their guest at Paris was the late

Victoria who was induced very
reluctantly to go to Paris by her

They claimed that it was only by
her consenting to pay a state visit to
the French court that Napoleon HI could
be prevented from putting into execution
his extraordinary project of proceeding-
to the Crimea for the purpose of assum-
ing supreme command of the allied
French and English armies than b stag-
ing the Russian fortress of Sebastopol
While Queen Victoria never visited
France again during all the fifteen years
that Napoleon remained en the throne
she developed from thenceforth a kindly
interest h Eugenic largely due to the
profound deference manifested toward her
by the Empress
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It was this interest that led Queen vic-
toria to intervene qufotiy some twelve
years later when a mere than ordinarily
vIolet quarrel with the Emperor had
led Eugenie to quit Paris with fracas
after a seraipublic outburst of jealous
anger vowing that she would never re-

turn Fortunately she directed her steps
to England The Queen who had been
warned of what had occurred induced
her to leave the hotel at which she was
staying in London and to jjte her at
Osborne where she kept her gor a week
until she had reasoned with her soothed
her and after effecting a reconciliation
persuaded her to return to Paris and to
her husband Thus through the kindness
of Queen Victoria what had started a sea
sarJoaal quarrel aad what would have
culminated in a separation as complete
and as disastrous as that between King
Milan and Queen Natalie was removed
from the domain of public scandal and
the flight from Paris transformed into a
friendly and private visit to the English
sovereign

Afterward when the empire had been
overthrown and came to Eng-
land as an exile with her husband and
son Queen Victoria showered sUU greater
marks of kindly interest and good will
upon her lavishing upon her every con-
sideration and attention especially after
Eugenic lost both her husband and her
son so that today the woman of uncer-
tain crigte was boycotted while on
the throne of France is an object not
merely of distirction but of sympathetic
reverence on the part of every reigning
house to Europe

No one but Eutrenfe herself eon ever
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know bow muck she really owes to good
Quera Victoria and although site was
not vinMe among the mourners of her
best Irfenrt in the St Georges Chapel

she was present t the fumral serv

curtaia of what Is known as the royal
closet that is to say a species of screen
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ed gallery Moreover one of the moet
beautiful floral offerings laid beside the
comn was a wreath of lilies of the valley
and Neapolitan violets to which was af-
fixed a card with the following expres-
sion of grief ia the handwriting of the
Empress Souvenir dun long passe at
fectueux Lamle des et devtuee
Eugenie Souvenir of long years of
affection From the heartbroken and
voted friend Eugeate

While the Empress is thus an object of
veneration at every monarchical court
where she is welcomed with far greater
honors and cordiality than sbe was
accorded while stiR in possession of the
throne of France she has never succeeded
ia wfrning the favor or even the sympa-
thy of the French either prior or subse-
quent to her dethronement It was only
eighteen months ago that the Paris Matin
with its immense circulation attacked her
with articles hooded by the words Au
Voleur This abuse which found
an echo throughout the Preach press
being due t her attempt to recover by
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legal process from the government and
from the city of Paris a number of works
of art historic relics and tapestries now
comprised in the collections of the vari-
ous national and municipal museums but
which she claimed as having belonged to
her husband when Emperor

She based her pretensions which have
been defeated upon a will signed by
Napoleon on April 24 1565 The will is
devoted for the greater part to recom-
mendations to that son the Illfated
prince imperial to whom Napoleon was
so passionately attached and who at the
time he had every reason to suppose
would inherit his throne and his huge
clvfi list amounting to 8000000 a year
To the Empress in a brief and rather
curt paragraph of four lines he bequeath-
ed domalne prlve my private
property It was the only will found
after the Emperors demise at Chlsle
hurst But it Is known that he made a
later will during the three years which
intervened between his dethronement and
his death His illness was a lone one
and he was perfectly aware cf his danger
But it did Toot Interfere for one moment
with his lucidity of mind and his cousin
Prince Napoleon and other confidants
wire made aware by him that he had
made testamentary provision for that son
whom be Idolized

On his death Prince Napoleon half
brother of the father of exAttorney Gen
eral Bonaparte became Ipse facto guar-
dian of the then seventeenyearold princo
imperial as the ranking adult agnate
of the Bonaparte family This was

by all the Bonapartlsts gathered at
Chislehurst at the funeral or the Era
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peror and it was In this capacity too
that Empress Eugenic asked him to take
charge of her husbands papers

When however he entered his cousins
library he perceived with amazement that
the various drawers of the desks and

the cupboards and dispatch boxes
were sealed not by a French notary nor
yet by a reputable English solicitor nor
by any government official but merely
by the private secretary of the Empress
There were particularly two drawers of
the Emperors desk fastened with a small
gold key which he always carried fast
ened to his watch chain On these being
opened Prince Napoleon discovered that
save for a few unimportant letters they
were empty and that aU the confidential
papers Including the second will which
the Emperor had shown him and
placed there on the occasion of his visit
to Chislehurst some weeks

bu-
reaus

had

¬

¬

were prince Napoleon at once
rose to his feet and exclaimed with in-
dignation It is useless to go any furth
er I have nothing more to do here

And with that he left not only the
room but also Chislehum declining to
see the Empress again or to assume the
guardianship of the prince imperial on
the ground that the disappearance of the
most important of the Emperors papers
Including the second will rendered It im-
possible for him to properly safeguard
the Interests of his young kinsman who
had thus been left penniless

Subsequently a eemmlsalon of three for-
mer cabinet ministers of Napoleon name-
ly Grandcerret Finard and BussenBll
mat all three men f the highest Integ-
rity and enjoying universal respect was
appointed in deference to the angry at
tacks of the BonapartlPts upon the Empress to devise some provision of a
flannels character for the prince Impe-
rial After careful Investigation they
oed a report which they prefaced with
the following words In view of
the inexplicable absence of the second
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will rectifying the first will that of
April I fl6 we believe that ve are acting
in accordance with our duty and with-
out conscience in annulling that first will
and in making the following provisions
Those provolone directed that the prince
imperial should be placed in possession
of a portion of his fathers private prop
erty They were never carried Into effect
and the prince imperial finding his posi-
tion intolerable in Europe owing to his
being literally without means volunteer-
ed for active service under the English
Sag in South Africa where he met with
Ids death ia an encounter with the Zulus
That is why even the Bonapartlsts have
but little sympathy for Empress Eugenic
while most French people share the opin-
ion concerning her so often expressed in
my presence in London Paris and at
pranging by the late Prince Napoleon
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GIRL A GOOSE CHARMER

Young Woman of Xiantlc Has Re
mnrknble Vocal Power

Ntentic Pa May power to
charm animate even including geese Is
possessed by Miss Stella daughter of
Joel Weller of this place She Is a
sweet singer and has a remarkably mag-
netic power over animals With a low
musical whirring sound she attracts and
tames nay fowl or animal Goosey
her webfooted pet reeds but to hear
that strange sound tar or near and will
flap her wings cackle and fly into the
girls lap

Stellas sister Cora is a rural mall car
rter known alt over this region She and
her horse carry the mall between this
place and Barto making two trips each
day a distance of twentyseven miles

During the last four years the perfectly
fearless girl has traveled a trifle over M
9 miles Everybody along tho route
welcomes her and looks for her cheery
smile every morning She ls a musician
too playing the pipe organ In church and
Sunday school

SThe

SECURES RELEASE OF BROTHER

MISS JOSHEPHINE SHILLING
This seventeenycaroW girl recently arrived in New York after securing therelease from a Mexican prison of her brother Frank who ha9 been airesed on acharge Miss Shilling accomplished the release of her brother afterdiplomatic means had failed
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TITLED CHICAGO Gmt

PRINCESS ENGALITCHEFF
The Rosskn consal has jast arrived in this

omtBtrr aa the Baraberz American liner Xfokke-
H that thee bs been any quarrel be
tweos bbwetf sad Jab who was a Cbfcago
JilL Fietate is rroc a reeeut photograph of

AN AffOIENT TAG DAy

Prototype of Timehonored Custom
at Eton School

Ute Tooths OBQW

Nothing is new Even the tag day
which has swept through the land gath
ering in its hosts of contributions bears
many of the marks of the old moBtem
of Eton fame Thin timehonored custom
of the great English public school died
out or was suppressed some sixtyodd
years ago yet the modern boldup hat
Its prototype in the method of getting
money practiced by the collegers and

oppMiaae ef Eton Arthur Duke Cole
ridge gives an account of raontem in his

Eton in Ute Forties
The origin of montem is burled in obliv-

ion The first accounts of its practice
date back to Ute time of Henry VIIL
Its object was to gather contributions
to aid the lucky colleger who led his
class sad who was called captain of
montem The collegers of Eton are
the students preparing for Kings Cellege
on tIM foundation dPtaWisned by the
royal endower of tbe school

On Whttstm Tuesday the beys of the
school dressed in picturesque costumes
formed a procession to escort the heroes
of the day The chief hero was of
course the moatem captain whose elec-
tion had taken place twelve days before
in Ute evening of Sure Night
To him all the funds collected through
raoatent day were given

des
wilet Enarhef

Moo

tem

general

From

¬

¬

¬

It was in Ute gathering of these funds
that we can see tile trace ef resemblance
to the modern tag nay Certain boys
were chosen as collectors two ef these
were ceDed salt bearers and command-
ed a force of twelve boys railed run-
ners All were dressed in gay and often
beautiful costumes Each boy carried
a peJtotorf t and a satnt money bass
and was stationed on seme pwnt of the
road with orders to demand of every
passerby a toll of money

In olden intes a pinch of salt was given
as a rece pt for every tax thus levied
in later years a ticket was given instead
and the money keel was caned salt
The cry of the tax gatherers was Salt

The two salt bearers bad the mare dig-
nified duty of collecting from the college
anthortttes and guests Each of the
twelve runners was accompanied to his
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ny a hired attendant was
armed Such precaution was necessary
especially for the boys stationed at any
distance from the college for such a
runner might be possession of several
hundred pounds before the day was over

An average days collection amounted-
to 1CCO or more This was all turned
over to the captain of montem Out of
this the favored one bad to pay for
breakfast for the first XX boys and a
dinner for the whole school If the
thin did not hopper to be entirely popu
let these meals ware made as expensive
as possible by the boys through willful
breakage of dishes and recklessness of
waste Besides these expenses the cap
tame bad to pay the salt bearers and
runners and their attendants Often
was anything but a large portion of the
sum which finally found Its way to the
captains pocket

Montem is now forgotten save by the
oldest Etonan The spirit of the ad-
vanced age called more and more loudly
that it Involved a great waste of time
and money One of the strokes which
killed the custom was the opening of a
railway that brought a promiscuous
orowd of spectators a gathering Impos-
sible to control

THE XIGHTTI5IE GARDEN
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Written for The Wuhfaftoa Herald
The sides ia the night thnf so different fecai

del by
Mncnifrt Mo in Saves stretciiod Iron

pay to epry
Every Sever gkaistec white rr deep scd dark blood

red
And the cub his ate In the tree top

arts bred

AH the air a rffer rith the thriddtog of crickets
a E P

The night time beWs aa darkness jest day
fist asleep

The trees cut deep shadows jards of lace
tana the wiH

And Ute west triad kiss the tftxsasi then lac bi-
te en than

great white noon is crossing earths hat with

Tfcroacb warm mrstetaaa thadcnra the sky afire
wit star

sabtle rom of thuS cxmsed frith jewels

And the poigrast passion of the past cones back to
hearts snow

Little birds are sleeping Trbsre the brsscaet lean
In tbeir bases sesttts raid the lUTes of gem
Under the of nicnt time sometimes the

world Is sad
Under the wnzSli of bird losing hearts an-

Forsottca is the sunshine It attea the skies of
bios

In the Eijbttfe garden lore finds a wtkciae too
Lore casts his JaSsUe shadow tttzeoga the hush ot

nigh
Asd estnaced and SIlent awaits dawns roseate Usht

In the nighttIme prom God gives are eyes to see
ThiBBcb the fldxric k4ew5 the tore thAt crows

f heal fzieadsbiR tbnmca the tree tops
sway

Sbadew of jtf and taacbler throagb the noon
beans pbr-

IB the MjhttiBie garden sweet voices whisper los
Oer a jsoooKt track I go back to of long ago
The spell f eU eneboatzaeats the longing to fiEld

you there
I stoaWe through the shadows in 07 soul a deep

draws par

In the nightfee gad I hare Bataralsbtd dreams
Aad I wander dawn feres path lulled by quiet

etrcazDfti
Sweetheart I will listen for Oar step along the

war
And yes wit luck to xae the joys of yesterday

In the nisbttfcce garden I wales from my steep
Sweceart it wffl sot matter if thou lores vigil

If the sool ef day be steeping and God hemp the
nicfet

Through the dark will can thy face with its jas-
cieaate light

ALL1E SHARPS BALCH
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BEMABKABEE BIRTH RECORD

QuIntuplets and Quadruplet
of Latter to Every 3IilIIon

According to statistical records there
are In this country eighteen twins to
every 1000 births 161 triplets to every
1000000 births and eight quadruplets to
every 1000600 says TitBits Consequent-
ly a very unusual event bad to be

when the wife of a Beaufort collier
presented her husband recently with
children all boys whom the writer be-
lieves are still doing wen

One of the most remarkable instances
of quadruplets at birth occurred five
years ago In Glasgow when a Mrs
Colllngaa the wife of a steel polisher
gave birth to four girls At the time the
mother was only twentyeight years old
and had been married five years She
first had twins then singles aad lastly
quadruplets The latter however did not
survive

Mrs Colllngans record calls to mindthat of Mrs Ormsby of Chicago whogave birth to three boys and one girl in
October 190L Mrs Ormsby had been
married only seven years and In thattime had fourteen chHdren Daring tile
first three years she had one baby annu-ally then twins twice in succession thentriplets and finally quadruplets What
la more the triplets prizes at a baby
show and still more remarkable perhaps
was the fact that Mrs Ormsby herselfwas one of triplets

Six years ago Mrs Pennock in hertwentyfirst year gave birth to her thirdset of twins Mrs a Swedishlady who had emigrated to St Louiswas the remarkable daughter of a re-
markable mother who gave birth to sixsets of twins and had meatyfour chil
dren altogether Furthermore one ofMrs Pennocks sisters bore six pairs oft tes and another sister four pairs whilethirteen more of her mothers children
had each three of twins making a
total of fiftyeight sets of twins in one
family

Talking of big families the German
Empire need scarcely fear any decrease
In the birth rate It sunny mothers follow
the example of one healthy active hens

of Berlin who has been fining herquiver so rapidly that although sUIt butfortyfive years old sbe has alreadytwentyfive olive broaches her
table Another who Is four years her
Junior ushered twentythree into the
world while three other women between
the ages of forty and fortythree

their husbands with tweatyone
descendants serb Two hundred andforty Berlin women by the way are the
mothers of from thirteen to twenty chil
dren apiece

Authenticated instances of lye at a
birth are extremely rare About eightyears ago however it was reported thata woman in Sfctty unread Granota had
twice presented her burtatnd with aia-
topidts the first time five boys cad the
second time live girls and constantly
with triplets and quadruplets having
had altogether forty two children It Is
impossible to verify thIs toeutoee but
there is proof of the feet that to October
JSMl the wife o a tailor named Njetson
of Oxford Market London lied five chil
dren at a birth while sixteen years prey

a woman of erg gave
birth to quintuplets and there is even
an instance on record of a Tksa mother
in November 1SSS presenting her aston
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wnn sec castes at once
boys and two girls

Mrs BlackMan aged thirtyeight wife
of W T BteckFton gardener of GofcJs
borough road Springfield Estate Wands
wortb gave on January 3 to four
children The first birth tooL place at
If oclock in the rooming sad the last at
7 oclock In the evening The ehflSren
were then alt living Tbe first one died
sooa alter the birth of Ute feat and thelet lived tilt 2 oclock next morning The
other two had died meanwhile

LUXURY IN MOTOR VEHICLES

Flower Vases Are Included in
the Equipment of Automobiles
New to me said a man were the

vases fitted wi t fiowers to be seen in
automobiles

husband
four

birth

Now

Of course Id of automobile
docks sad of fitting vp the auto with-
holders for comb and brush Bad mirror
and card case sad that sort of thing
but I bad rever even heard of flower
vases la automobiles uatM yesterday and
then I saw several necfctoes time
equipped-

In each case the vase was taM aad
slender running to a pot at the lower
end and flaring at the top in its shape
reminding one of the familiar ancient
torch and this slender and graceful
torchlight vase something less than a
foot In height was supported in a holder
attached to the inner side of Ute auto-
mobile in front to be thus placed and
filled with flowers like a vase of flowers
in a room grateful object for the eyes
of the aclomoWles occupants te rest
upon-

I think I shall have a flower in
mine

FRUIT TREES IS MILLIONS

Growth of InduKtrr Making Yakima
Valley One Vast Orchard

North Yakima Wash May is es-
timated that between 1000009 and l N000
fruit trees arc being set out in the Yak
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Iroa valley this spring Last year
to conservative estimates LMi

000 trees were set out That was the first
time the million mark had been reached
hi this valley

Last year about 3009 cars of fruit were
shipped out from the present bearing
acreage One fruit man figures that if
the present rate of planting a million
new trees a year is kept up in fifteen
2ars It will take from wtt to 1MOM cars
to move the crop This would mean 3000
trams of thirty cars each which would
be seven or eight trains every day in the
year

From the amount of raw land that is
being reclaimed each year and the num-
ber of new orchards that are being set
out It is Impossible to estimate the possi
blllties of the fruit crop from this valley
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The production of potash is one indus-
try in which the United States does not
excel or even equal its great commer
lal rival Germany In fact Germany

stands alone in that particular field
America and practically all the rest of
the world have to depanJ upon the
Fatherland for their supply of potash
for use In chemistry and industry agri
culture and horticulture This does not
mean that there Is no potash in the
world outside of Germany for the soils
and rocks of all countries contain more
or less potash but it does mean that ex
tensive potash deposits so far as known
are confined to Germany

Potash has been known to man and

¬

¬

¬

recognized as such for many generations-
but it was not until the last century
that potassium was discovered to be an
element of which potash is the common
est form The production of potash on a
large scale dates back only to 1SI when
mining operations were begun in the
German potash deposits These are lo-

cated near Stassfnrt Their discovery is
alleged to have resulted train somebodys
theory that numerous saline springs In

neighborhood must flow from a
deposit of salt Borings were

made and Ute richest known deposits of
potash besides salt and gypsum were
found

Further investigations have shown that
the bed of potash at Sfcassfurt is from
fifty te 190 feet thick anti extends over
a very large area There are deposits
of salt and gypsum overlying the potash

a depth of many feet These deposits
of mineral wealth have an Interesting
saturn history Scientists say that In

prehistoric age the region about
the present site of Stassturt was covered
by the sea Then a volcanic convulsion
occurred and mountain ranges were
heaved up on either side thus inclosing-
a vast lagoon or arm of the

water is supposed to have been
boiling at that time as the temperature-
of the earth was very high Evaporation
was most rapid and as the water in the i
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turned to vapor It was replaced
by more water from the see After a
time the lagoon became so intensely
Mime ia character that tbe potash
and gypsum were deposited on Hs bed
Later the see receded said Ute lagoon
completely dried up leaVing the existing
beds of potash Ac to be covered by the
vegetation and other formations of suc-
ceeding ages Nobody has explained bow
or why the sa was so full of potash in
prenfetoric times It certainly is not
now so

Ever since the enormous valve of the
German potash deposits became known to
the world people in America and other
countries have been seeking similar de-
posits In every likely place Geologists
say there ts DO reason they know of why
potash should not exist in large quantities
elsewhere then in Germany but they
have not yet found it although Canada
and one or two other countries produce

quantities of the mineral There
are few things which are sot found in the
United States and a large deposit of pot-
ash is one of them Some years ago a
number f deep wells were sunk in the
Louisiana salt district in the nope of find-
ing a potash vein there but the search
proved vasttcceseful

It may seem natural that Ute German
monopoly te potash should lead to the
creation of what is perhaps the greatest
trust ia the w rM so far as absolute
control over a single product and absence
of competition are concerned The

salt

pot

lagoon
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ask trust is known as the Knit syndicate
Organized ia 1S9 it controls practically
every concern that produces potash Last
year nine new mining companies were
added to Us membership sad this year
thirteen more new works will go into
operation The capital of this combina-
tion is less than 3Meratt which is small
in comparison with the capital of some
great American corporations It has 23JI8
miners and other employes on its pay-
rolL

The annual sales of potash aggregate
nearly SWM hi value and the potash
trust has agents all over the world ex-
ploiting its product with a view to In-

creasing sales At this rate it is esti-
mated that even in case no other potash
deposits are discovered tile German
mines will be able to supply the world
for several centuries

Following the approved habit of trusts
Ute KaM syndicate practices discrimina-
tion In its business It extends favors
to the German trade with the result that
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Germany consumes nearly half of
potash produced America and other
countries take what is left and on the
terms of the German syndicate It is not
surprising that the stock of potasnpro-
ductag companies is popular among

Ute

Ger-
man speculators

Potash has many and varied uses how-
ever as for fertilizing purposes The
theory of its effect upon vegetation is
not exactly understood but it is a fact
that land which is poor In potash pro
duces bad crops while tbe same land if
thoroughly fertilized with potash will
grow excellent crops of many things It
is said that the presence of much potash
in soil in some mysterious way protects
plants growing therein front the ravages
of frost It also affords drainage in wet
weather retains moisture in dry seasons
besides serving as a sort of insecticide
and fungicide

Perhaps the explanation of Ute fertiliz-
ing effect of potash is found in the fact
that it has recently been discovered to be
radioactive It Is said to threw out the
peculiar beta rays with considerable
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SNAPSHOT OF RUSSIAN FAMILY

Picture of the Czar of Russia the Czarina and their two daughters that the
Czar did not at first Intend the world should see It was taken off the coast of
Finland while Nicholas and his family were cruising on the royal yacht the Stand
art The Czar was out rowing with his wife and children one day when theroyal photographer came upon him and snapped a picture Nicholas at first or
dered that the picture should not be seen outside the family but he Uked it so
much that ft has just been made public

¬

velocity which rays It Is believed act as
an antitoxin on the soil However that
may be potash has a wonderfully

effect rfpon fruit trees flowers and
many crops Tobacco needs potash per
haps more than any other crop Dry
tobacco contains forty parts of potash In
every thousand parts An acre crop of
tobacco takes seventy pounds of potash
from the soil it grows In

Although the resources of American
soils have seemed inexhaustible

quantities of potash are Imported
into this country chiefly for use in the
manufacture of commercial fertilizers
The annual Imports are little short of
2500001 pounds worth nearly half a trill
lion dollars
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Scientists have calculated that fertile
soil contains about 2 per cent of potash
An acre of arable soil one foot deep
will weigh nearly 358 l00 pounds At that
rate there are nearly 3MMO pounds of
potash ia an acre of good land Vegeta-
tion orbs the potash Theoretically
therefore a crop using of
potash per acre could be grown upon the
same land for 1400 consecutive years
without exhausting the potash Compared
with these figures OB one band Is the
known fact that some land hi the Old
World has been under cultivation for
4100 years or more apparently without
exhausting the potash in that soft while
on the other hand there Is evidence that
after a certain point Is reached some
crops caaaot be grown indefinitely on the
same land although it may contain

potash

la a word nature seems to have some
unknown process of oooerving Ute potash
resources sf the soil if she does net
renew them And well she may because
the removal of potash from the soil is
very extensive The most complete re-

moval occurs In the case of such crops
as sugar beets of which both the roots
and tops are harvested A sugar beet
crop is said to remove niaatyfive pounds
of potash from an acre of land Cereal
crops remove pounds per acre hay

pounds potatoes 5J pounds and to-

bacco 71 pounds
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As potash Is soluble la water the rain
washes it from the soIL At the same
time however rate and the other ele-

ments promote the decay of certain rocks
the principal constituent of which is
potash thus restoring vitality to the sot
Lands reclaimed from marshes and sandy
sons seed potash badly Besides the
pure German potash fertilizer land may
be enriched by the addition of tobacco
stems cotton seed hulls wood ashes the
straw of cereal and leguminous crops
the residues of beet sugar factories
wineries and other vegetable and animal
substances

Besides its value as a fertilizing agency
potash is used to a considerable extent
ia the manufacture of soap It forms th
bests of common lye Used medicinally-
it is important and is expected to becom
more so when its radioactive properties
are better understood In the form of
potassium nitrate or saltpeter it gos
to make up many explosives As potas-
sium cyanide It is used to extract gold
from ore ia the socalled cyanide process
Potassium bromide cream of tartar and
tartar emetic are some of the common
forms of potash with which we
contact

Potash Is related ia some measure to
nitrate of which nearly iWi G tons are
exported every year from Chile tad Peru
The nitrate bens of South America

la a bleak desert have been the
cause of least ODe war and they con-

stitute perhaps tile most important
source of revenue for the chilean gov-
ernment Authorities say that those ni-

trate deposits wilt tost for 3Si or 3M
years Nitrates have been produced arti
dully to some extent by the nee of elec-
tricity

The prmcipal associates of potash In
the manufacture of commercial fertil-
izers are nitrate and phosphate ant they
are goed only ia some cases America
has rich phosphate in the West
Germany white holding the worlds sup
ply of potash is taking other fertilizing
materials from the tatted States al-
though her economists many years ago
decried against a similar practice oa
the part of England which was at that
time digging up the Napoleonic

of the continent to get human bones
for fertilizer
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HOLD RECORD FOR AGE

Quartet In a Michigan City Average
Eightysix Years Old

Port Huron Mich May S S ch quar-
tets as the one made up of the Leach
brothers of this city are exceeding rare
Their combined ages total tt years an
average of eightysix years which is

going some to use the vernacular
Each has a beard of snowy white

ness winch gives him a patriarchal ap-
pearance and it is a happy sight to see
the few of them walking together each
with his cane sad wearing a smile that
radiates good nature on alt whom he
meets

In spite of their greatly advanced years
each one having served more than his
allotted time three brothers enjoy life to
the fullest Each is possessed of alt his
faculties and strangest of all RODe of
these brothers has been ill a day ia his
life They are not active In their ad-
vanced years but all live a retired life
and they enjoy their existence about as
well as kids in knickerbockers

one
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In addition to the manner in which they
have putted the wool over the eyes of
Father Time every of the brothers
can brag some on the weight question
Each one tips the scale at more than SCO

pounds and altogether they are about
as husky a quartet for octogenarians as
will be found in a search the world over

BUSY IN MAINE

A Citizen of Machiamport Who En
srn cs in Many Linen of Activity

Proa the Beftw Henda
A gentleman has received from Ma

rhaisport Me aa envelope which gives
upon its face the record of a busy

fact he must be about the busiest
man in Maine His activities are blaz-
oned forth In this wise

Dealer in General Merchandise
Gasoline Engines

and Launch Supplies

Justice of the Peace
Notary

Trial Justice

Real Estate Agent
Agent far Firs Ufo Accident

and Health laswaaee
Correspondent fur the

Dally Papers

It would seem that here was enough-
to keep even a man front Machiasport
fairly busy but it is not nfl Turning
over the envelope the busy marts face
appears with the Information in type
of yarding blackness that he makes and
sells balsam spills These It appears
are simply twigs from the fir balsam tree
all ready to be stuffed Into
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